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Fire in the Forest! 

November 10, 2020 was a beautiful day.  The sun was shining brightly and the temperature was 76 
degrees.  The humidity was 47% and winds were light from the south.   The steep south facing hillside of 
the Conservation District Environmental Center had a heavy cover of very dry leaves, much of them oak 
leaves.   Then, all of the sudden…something happened...nobody knows for sure… and in an instant there 
was fire on the ground.  
 
Within minutes flames were racing up the hill.   The steep hillside aided the fire’s spread.  As soon as 
District personnel became aware of the scope of the scene unfolding on the hill, 911 was called.  District 
personnel used the tools available to them to slow the spread of the fire and warn neighbors up on top 
of the hill.   District personnel continued to assist first responders until sufficient resources were 
summoned to put out the fire.   In total, about 2.2 acres of upland forest on District property and our 
neighbors’ was burned.  Fortunately, no homes were lost. 
 
Fire is a natural part of upland oak forests in Beaver County.   The forest will be fine.  Some trees not 
well adapted to fire will be lost, but most trees growing on the hill side are none the worse for wear.  
Mature oak trees were protected by their thick bark.  Smaller oak trees which were burned will resprout 
from the roots in spring.  These oaks will have room to grow as hemlock, maple and beech trees, which 
are not well adapted to fire, are lost to the flames and resulting injury. 
 
If you walk the forest path next May you will find that the beautiful wildflowers and the fresh leaves will 
once again spring forth. 
 
The Conservation District would like to thank the many fire companies who responded in our time of 
need.  The service of these volunteers is much appreciated! 
 


